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EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT

‘I couldn’t face the prospect of my child growing up and asking me,
years later, whatl had done, and having to say: “Nothing.”’

- Gcao uator LESUE e Every day we surveyed
evidence of killings:
The conflict in Darfur
knows no rules of war

MY CAMERA
DA R F U R el
NEARLY ENOUGH
OUR HELICOPTER TOUCHED DOWN in a clowd of camel-
brown sand, dust and plastic debris. As the choud gradually
settled into new layers on the bone-dry desert landscape,
we could make out the faces of terrified villagers, “Wel-

come to Sudan,” [ murmured o myself, grabbing my pen
and waterproof notebook.

A former Marine, 1 had arrived in Sudan's Darfur region
in September 2004 as one of three LS. military observers
for the African Union, armed only with a pen, pad and cam-
ern, The mandate for the ALL force allowed merely for the
reporting of ceasefire violations and the protection of ob-
servers. The ohsekrvd-
. - ot . ers sometimes joke
LESLIE THOMAS saysit was Brian Steidle’s photo at the right morbidly that our
. \ mri;sl'-on lms :-u mn;h

‘thi nsni ine i endlessly for the §
ofthis page that inspired her to act. "Something in me snapped, ety B
stantly failed to find. |

she explains. “That gashin her back is blood and flesh.” soon realized that this
Though a world away from the humanitarian crisis in Sudan,

gun nearly 114 years
earlier and had esca-

the Chicago mother wanted to do something to move people lated inte o full-scale
Eovernment-spon-
beyond abstract statistics - conservative estimates suggest fﬁ.’;".’,‘.‘:}‘,‘“{.ﬁ&"ﬁ'.?;
. - rt of Arab mili-
200,000 have been killed - to see the fathers, mothers and children 5L- v as the Jan-
e
. 1} 1
of Darfur, :,’2, ":ub;iﬁl"c“m“_ WhadRwris Tirseey [
Tewav wav wavtnn lats tnha dasling with thic " eave  Sutiv-chimuieAnurginridioti sk ot [ &
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Moved by a single photograph of a dying child a world away, a Chicago mother tur

When one killing s t

BY JAMES MACGOWAN

t is not as significant as Britney's tortured life or Anna Nicole Smith's
shabby death, so the ugly goings-on in Darfur, Sudan, continue with lit-
tle interest. And as reports come in detailing how men are killed,
‘women are raped and children are slaughtered you can’t help but think
that if only some of these victims would have shaved their heads, gone
into rehab and proclaimed themselves the anti-Christ, we would have no-
ticed and maybe even helped. Because, really, if the situation were truly that
serious, wouldn't Mary Hart be there? Of course she would. So unt)] Enter-

h

Tonight decl the

in Darfur to

our lives why should we care? It's all just so ., African.

Isn'tit?

Chicago architect Leslie Thomms thinks
uhcrwisc.:ilklhmy\l o and hard abouwt
what was happening in the west African
country, and as ‘hnlxmg!u si\: dl:\.nkd o
do hing about it.
urned out to be a m\-cilmg phn(o exhibit
called Darfies/Dary

Perhaps she is ‘maive, Or perhaps she isa
wishful thinker. Or perhaps she isn't cynical
enough and believes in people. But some
time in March of last year, up in the early
morning howrs with her infant son, she was
on the Internet reading an articke by New
York Times columnist Nichalas Kristof, A
three-year-ald boy had had his face
smushed bn by a rifle butt. A picture of the
oy wans there for all to see.

“Something in me snapped.” she says
over the phone from her office. T was just
overwhelmed. [ thoughe, How can you kill &

thoughs, it would be best to just bring the
photos to the stree.”™

Which is what Darfur/Darfur is: a series
of more than o pictures, accompanied by
African music, profected on the exterior
walls of cultural centres, 5o all can see, and
anyone can try to comprehend what is es-
sentially incomprehensible. Most recently
Thomas was in Germany, where the show
was exhibited at the Jewish Museum Berlin
*They had hundreds of people out in the
street, a week's worth of programs about
Darfur and speakers from around the
waorld™

The exhibit had its first viewing in New
York City in September 2006 and has since
e bookid in 12 museums, b will trvel 1o
Toronto and Montreal in Sq\mnhcr 2007,
Thomas says she'd bove 1o bring it to O-
tawa, (huuwl S]k: Imslm been contacted by

anyode

child? How do you physically do thar®

Tt was all so very much beyond her expe-

rience. And then there was that other pho-
tograph, the one she can't bear wo look m
anymaore, the one, she says, nesponsible for
Ther dioing all this.
Tt's actually a beawtiful phorograph of o
little one-year-old girl in sort of three-quar-
ter view,” she says. “Unless you realize that
the gash in her back is blood and flesh —
more flesh, actually — you wouldn't under-
atand that lintle girl is dying in frone of
you. By the time they sent back medical
care, sl was gone and, they assumed, dead.
[ have this kind of fantasy that she is still
alive somewhere, but that's probably just o
fantasy. After seeing these photographs™
she continuwes, "particulary the ones of the
children whose parents have likely been
murdered, 1 felt that someone needed to
moum them”

She met with friends and family whom
she hod e-mailed about the genocide, and
together they came up with the idea of do-
ing a documentary. But they soon found oot
many documeritaries about Darfur were al-
ready in the works. “We knew it would be
Best to try 1o get to a very broad population
in the most public way possible and in an
casy-to-comprebend manner. And if photos
were whiat moved me, then maybe, we

DARFUR ata glance

O estimate up to peopl b bibed arscd
maore than two million driven from their homes since a revolt

four yoars aga in Darfur, lm\tmqlnn of Sudan that barders Chad,

How did the conflict start?
The conflict erupted in February 2003 when rebel groups sttacked
Sua mstallations. as i

of yoars of tensbon betwoen Arab tribes and black African farmers,
v d the Arals af opgre

The govemment responded with m-rl'ﬂ Bombing. It also recruited

and Arab mil known as Jan,

Who's involved?

The T al obervers of
I1rqel|nq farming villages ina c-vncmlun of murdor, rapa and arson,
The govemmant in Khartoum denies it controls the militias.

‘Something in me snapped.

I was just overwhelmed.

I thought, How can you kill
achild? How do you physically
do that?’

“We see the show as just a tool” Thomas
says "It's artistic and it's educational, but
whar's important is that the nstiution thay
puts it an and the community get invobved.
In Rochester, for instance, at the Eastman
House, the musewm scheduled it for three
months and there were 20 different events
scheduled around it from speakers, to
dance, to all kinds of panels and prayer
meetings and other photography cvents”

‘While in Berlin, Thomas was told that the
killings in Darfur hod reached the Sooo00
mark. The generally accepted number is
somewhere between 200,000 and Joo.ooo,
bt as she puts it, the number is “neither
here nor there. When one killing is too
many, certainly somewhere between
20,000 and Foo000 ks unacceptable”™

Some of the most stunningly brutal and
beautiful photographs cover this crisis.
They are the work of eight photographers,
and one thing Thomas made sure of wis
that the work had to be of the highest quali-
1y “The photographers had 1o be very suc-
cessful and creditable ar what they do, Be-
eause to ask a musewm that is not a human
rights museum — whose mission is not
about issues like this — to make a major in-
stallation of it, you have to approach them
with very. very good work.”

Apart from the heartbreaking and grue-
somme photos, there are many that celebrte
Drarfurs cultural and village life L Wik
deliberate, Thomas says, and why the ex-
Tled Darfir/Darfur.

“We wanted to make the pobnt that there
are wonderful people there, that they are
not just abstract statisties and ideas. So hall
of the show is focused on what it's like 10
live in Darfur, both before and after the
bombings. We show who's there and what
ecir religion is like and what their b g
is like, in hopes of getting to know them a
litthe, o that folks who see it in the rest of
the world don't fee so distant from whom
this is happening”

oanas i not os cynical as some about

g’.

girls search far

Adfrica’s prospects, and doesn’t believe that
America’s celebrity obsession is blotting
ot real-world jssues, In fact, she sees
progress in America in dealing with the eri-
sis, but shi's not naive enough to think that
all is sunshine and roses.

* camp, 'Child

“Keep in mind that the killings began in
20032004 It's 2007 pow. This should have
been a problem internationally a bong time
way, way, way too bte to be dealing
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